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ISSO Tax Guide 
Please note the ISSO staff are not tax professionals and cannot provide you with 

tax advice. 

Every international student 
is required to file a Form 

8843 (See example on Page 
3)!

If you worked in the 
United States and 

received wages, you also 
have to fill out the 1040 

form! 

If you have to fill out both 
forms, we recommend 

using Sprintax. 

Be sure to file BOTH
Federal and State taxes.https://www.sprintax.com/

Once you have completed 
your forms on Sprintax, you 
will print out the forms and 

send them to the IRS. 

The due date of return is 
April 15, 2020.

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
https://www.sprintax.com/
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What is a… 

• W2-Statement of your earnings if you worked
• Form 1040-Form used by U.S. taxpayers to file their income tax return
• 1098 T-Tax form issued by the school with the amount of tuition you paid listed.

This is for a credit IF you are filing taxes and if you worked in 2018
• Form 8843-An informational statement to explain why you can exclude your

days present in the United States, using the substantial presence test
• Substantial Presence Test-Criteria used by the IRS to determine if an individual

is considered a resident for tax purposes
• Internal Revenue Service (IRS)-The government agency responsible for tax

collection
• Nonresident Alien-Status of non-US citizens temporarily in the U.S. F-1 and J-1

students are generally nonresident aliens.
• Tax Treaty-An agreement between two countries that may allow for individuals

to be taxed at a reduced rate. A list of tax treaty countries can be found here:
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p901
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